
NORTH STAINLEY WITH SLENINGFORD PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF A PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

 

 

DATE: Tuesday 8th July 2025 
TIME: 7.30pm 
LOCATION: North Stainley Village Hall 
PRESENT: Councillors Mike Porter (Chair), Ian Alston, Glenys Bailey, 

Edward Bryant, Jim Buckley, Liz Falkingham, Margaret Goddard 
CLERK: Nick Reed (minutes) 
IN ATTENDANCE:  Five members of the public [MoP] 

 
 

25.13 Declarations of interest and requests for dispensation 
There were none. 
 

25.14 Apologies and reasons for absence 
There were none, all Councillors being present. 
 

25.15 
 
 
25.16 
25.161 
 
 
25.17 
 
 
25.18 
 
 

Minutes of the Annual and ordinary Parish Council meetings held on 13th May 
Both sets of minutes were APPROVED as a true record of the meeting and signed as such by the Chair. 
 
Ongoing issues from minutes for updating (not related to other agenda items) 
Joint Parishes Group: It was noted that the next meeting will take place on a late September or early 
October date to be confirmed. 
 
Questions or comments from members of the public / report from North Yorkshire Council 
There were none, NYC Cllr Nick Brown having sent his apologies. 
 
Planning matters 
There were no new applications to consider. The Council NOTED for the minutes the decisions, 
necessarily taken in between meetings, that the Council has no objection to 25/01290 (extension at 6 
Watermill Close), 25/01576 (orangery at 6 Watermill Lane), or 25/01580 (extension at Lightwater 
House), but that it objects to NY/205/0069/73 (extended hours of operation and increased vehicle 
movements at Potgate Quarry) on the planning grounds of noise and disturbance from use. 
 

25.19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
25.20 
 
 
 
 
 
25.21 
 
 
 
 
 

Financial statement and approvals for payment 
The Council RESOLVED to approve the following payments: Clerk (salary, and expenses/training); HM 
Revenue and Customs (PAYE, qtr1); Greensphere Grounds Ltd (£1,492+VAT, grass cutting); DTMS Ltd 
(£1,157+VAT, caretaking April-June, fixing access cover and information board), Arborlutions (£725, 
tree surgery); Morgan’s (£200, grass bank cutting at North Lees); and Information Commissioner’s 
Office (£52, annual GDPR registration). 
Receipt was noted of £702.58 from North Yorkshire Council for the annual grasscutting contribution, 
and the cash book balance after these transactions was NOTED as being £9,750.87. 
 
Noticeboard 
The Council considered the need for an additional parish noticeboard to be situ 
ated between the bus stop and the recreation ground in North Stainley village, replacing the current 
Sports and Recreation Trust board and with half of the net cost being covered by the SRT. The Council 
RESOLVED to approve the purchase and installation of a board of at least 6xA4 on each side, at a net 
cost not exceeding £600.  
 
Goose nuisance 
The Council noted the considerable disturbance caused by goose activity and droppings, as reported by 
Councillors and several parishioners. It was AGREED that, although the qualifications for them to be 
considered a danger to health are met, there is currently no wish to cull the geese, but that potential 
operatives to do this should be investigated should the problem be worse in future years. The Council 
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25.22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
25.23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
25.24 
25.241 
 
 
 
25.242 
 

RESOLVED to commission more regular power washing, probably from someone other than the parish 
caretakers, whose services are considered expensive, and with too long a lead time, in this particular 
instance. The Council further RESOLVED to consider installing a wide mesh netting on this island to 
prevent geese (but not ducks) from nesting there in future, and asked the Clerk to consult potential 
sources of further information including but not limited to NYC Environmental Health, the RSPB, and 
High Batts / Nosterfield Nature Reserves. 
 
North Stainley Sport and Recreation Trust 
The Council heard that the Trust’s trees will be undergoing regular trimming and tidying in the near 
future [Clerk’s note; the Council’s trees by the play area will also be tidied up during this visit]. An issue 
has arisen regarding the ownership of kitchen equipment in the Village Hall following the school’s 
move to the Leeds Diocesan Learning Trust, which it is hoped will shortly be resolved. Also in the 
Village Hall, the quinquennial electrical testing is scheduled for July, while the toilets, changing room 
showers, and umpires’ room are being refurbished, with no access to these spaces from 30th July – 2nd 
August. 
 
Caretaker task list 
The Council did not have any tasks for the caretaker beyond regularly contracted work, but did make 
the following decisions regarding maintenance: to purchase a “no tipping” sign for the area beyond the 
end of The Shepherdies; to report the overgrown public footpath between 14 and 15 Roseberry Green 
to NYC; and to write to the owners of various properties in  North Stainley and North Lees, reminding 
them of their responsibilities to prevent hedges from overgrowing their adjacent footways. 
 
Correspondence 
North Yorkshire Council: Noting that the second public release of “call for sites” submissions had been 
published, covering submissions up to and including 14th May. The Council NOTED that nothing in this 
plan constituted a decision or desire by NYC to approve any particular development, and that public 
consultation would take place at a later stage. 
Various MoP from North Lees: Asking the Council to consider advocating for an improved footway on 
the A6108 between The Walled Garden and Ripon Golf Club, the current unsatisfactory path being 
used by several parishioners. The Council AGREED that the Clerk should raise this concern with North 
Yorkshire Council Highways. 

  
The meeting closed at 8.55pm. 

 
Date of next ordinary meeting: Tuesday 9th September 

 
 
 

 
SIGNED:   ...........................................................................  (Chair) 
 
 
DATE:  ...........................................................................  


